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1. (Amended) A speech encoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 


plurality of frames, said speech encoding-system comprising: 
a speech data rate de terminator; and 

a plurality of speech data signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
speech encoding scheme and a second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme different 
from said first speech encoding scheme, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate encoder 
incapable of rate determination : 

wherein said speech data rate determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 
said frames and selects one of plurality of said speech data signal encoders according to said data 
rate. 

10. (Amended) A speech encoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 
plurality of frames, said speech encoding system comprising: 
a speech data rate determinator; 

a plurality of speech data signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
speech encoding scheme, a second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme different 
from said first speech encoding scheme, and a third encoder, wherein said first encoder is a fixed 
bit-rate encoder incapable of rate determination : and 

a network controller capable of selecting at least two of said plurality of speech data 
signal encoders, including said first encoder and said second encoder; 
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wherein said speech data rate determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 
said frames and selects, according to each said data rate, one of said speech data signal encoders 
selected by said network controller. 

16. (Amended) A method of encoding a speech signal including a plurality of speech 
signal frames, said encoding method comprising the steps of: 

determining a data rate of one of said speech signal frames; 

selecting one of a plurality of speech encoders according to said data rate, said plurality 
of speech encoders including at least a first encoder using a first speech encoding scheme and a 
second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme different from said first speech encoding 
scheme, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate encoder incapable of rate determination : and 

encoding said one of said speech signal frames using said one of said plurality of speech 
encoders; 

wherein said determining, selecting and encoding steps are repeated so as to encode said 
speech signal frame-by-frame. 

22. (Amended) A method of encoding a speech signal including a plurality of speech 
signal frames, said encoding method comprising the steps of: 

choosing, according to a predetermined factor, one group from a plurality of groups of 
speech encoders, said chosen group of speech encoders including at least a first encoder using a 
first speech encoding scheme and a second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme 
different from said first speech encoding scheme, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate 
encoder incapable of rate determination: 

determining a data rate of one of said speech signal frames; 
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selecting, according to said data rate, one of said plurality of speech encoders in said 
chosen group; and 

encoding said one of said speech signal frames using said selected speech encoder; 

wherein said determining, selecting and encoding steps are repeated so as to encode said 
speech signal frame-by-frame. 

53. (Amended) A speech encoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 
plurality of frames, said speech encoding system comprising: 

a speech data rate determinator; and 

a plurality of speech data signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
speech encoding scheme and a second encoder, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate 
encoder incapable of rate determination : 

wherein said speech data rate determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 
said frames and selects one of plurality of said speech data signal encoders according to said data 
rate. 
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Clean Version of the Amended Claims 
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1. (AmendecJ) A speech encoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 
plurality of frames, said speech encoding system comprising: 
a speech dat^ate^eterminator; and 

a plurality <s^peg£rVdata signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
speech encoding scheme^and si second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme different 
from said first speech encoding \cheme, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate encoder 
incapable of rate determination; 

wherein said speech data rate\determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 
said frames and selects one of plurality Vf said speech data signal encoders according to said data 


rate. 


TO. (Amended) A speeclvencoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 
plurality of frames, said speech encbding system comprising: 
a speech data rate determinate 
a plurality of speech data signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
^ speech encoding scheme, a secon^ficdder using a second speech encoding scheme different 
from said first speech encoding scher\e, anq a third encoder, wherein said first encoder is a fixed 
bit-rate encoder incapable of rate determinatidn; and 

a network controller capable of selecting at least two of said plurality of speech data 
signal encoders, including said first encoder and said second encoder; 
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wherein said speech dj£tar?ate determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 


said frames and selects, according to each said data rate, one of said speech data signal encoders 


selected by said networkcont^oll^t., 


^^16T"(Amended) A m^hod of encoding a speech signal including a plurality of speech 
\^ /signal frames, said encoding method comprising the steps of: 

determining a data rate oKone of said speech signal frames; 
y^V} selecting one of a plurality Yf speech encoders according to said data rate, said plurality 

^{j of speech encoders including at leas^i first encoder using a first speech encoding scheme and a 
second encoder using a second speech Wooding scheme different from said first speech encoding 
scheme, wherein said first encoder is a fi^ed bit-rate encoder incapable of rate determination; and 

encoding said one of said speech siraal frames using said one of said plurality of speech 
encoders; 

wherein said determining, selecting and eroding steps are repeated so as to encode said 
speech signal frame-by-frame. 


\P V~ 22. (Amended) A method of encoding a speech signal including a plurality of speech 

^^f^^tenal frames, said encoding method comprising the steps of: 

choosing, according to a predetermined factor, one group from a plurality of groups of 
speech encoders, said chosen group of speech encoders including at least a first encoder using a 
s ^ first speech encoding scheme and a second encoder using a second speech encoding scheme 
\/ different from said first speech encoding scheme, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate 
encoder incapable of rate determination; 

determining a data rate of one of said speech signal frames; 
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selecting, according to said data rate, one of said plurality of speech encoders in said 
chosen group; and 

encoding said one of said speech signal frames using said selected speech encoder; 

wherein said determining, selecting and encoding steps are repeated so as to encode said 
speech signal frame-by-frame. 

53. (Amended) A speech encoding system for encoding a speech data signal including a 
plurality of frames, said speech encoding system comprising: 

a speech data rate determinator; and 

a plurality of speech data signal encoders, including at least a first encoder using a first 
speech encoding scheme and a second encoder, wherein said first encoder is a fixed bit-rate 
encoder incapable of rate determination; 

wherein said speech data rate determinator determines a data rate for encoding each of 
said frames and selects one of plurality of said speech data signal encoders according to said data 
rate. 
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